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(in China) was ge;trcd rownrd providing 
[he service - still wirh qu:lliry, hut nr a 
ri i ini~iial cosf." he slid. 

For example, [hey tlo nor use dis- 
pos:tblcs such ns plastic drapes ro cover 
[he p.itienr. Oltenn said he suspects lli:~~ 
tlie cosr o f  label- in Chin3 is srill so low 
rhnr ir's cheaper ro have people working 
ro wash linens and srerilize equipmenr 
clther th;tn use clisposables. 

As iar as the reclinology in use. rliere 
did nor seem lo  I)c :my signif'icanr tiiffer- 
ence Iherween Cliinese ca~ar:~cr surgery 
nnd American carancr surgery. 

'I rhink we can learn some rliings 
from rheir erriciency," snitl 0lre:ln. He 
nored rhar with the push in America 
to lower henlrh care costs. 'mnybe one 
rliing we can try ro improve ilpon is just 
making things a big more ellicienr, with- 
our sacrificing qualiry." 

During Oltean's five days in China. 
[he Chinese medical experts were very 
inrerested in lenming wlint they could 
from him, SUCII :IS the differenr rypes o f  
implanu used in [his country and the 
new techniques. 

Bur eye surgeons everywhere have 
to work ro stay abreast o f  new dcvelop- 
ments i n  vision c;lre. 

Olrean staned his practice after finish- 
ing his residency i n  1994. 

"Over those 14 years, rlierc h:ts heen 
nn incredible boom of rcchnology as far 
as vision care goes." l ie said. 

" I  think our end goal is, we'tl like ro 
I)e able lo correct vision to thc poinl 
where you can be as independent ns 
you choose of any visunl aids' - such 
as glasses or cont:lcrs, l ie s:~id. 

The Shoreline Vision eye surgery cen- 
ter openetl i n  Mny 2006. During 2007. 
more rhnn 2.000 c:lrnr.icr surgeries were 
perfortiled [here, according ro Jennifcr 
Scofield, [he marketing manager. The 
center also does a lesser numl)er o f  
LASJK surgeries ro correct vision proh- 
Iems, now offering I~ladc-free reclinol- 
ogy. Previously, a I~lade w:ls usetl ar 
the stan of a LASlK surgery, with a 
laser complering the surgery. Blnde-free 
LASIR "doesn't evcn r:lke 15 niinures l o  
sec perfect spin, wirl iot~r glasses." mid  
Scofield. 

Cnrnncr surgery is [lie replacement 

cloutly lens [issue with an inrrnocular 
lens (IOL) ni:lcle o f  synrlictic ~iiareri:~l. 
bur in the pnsr, most o i  the rime i lie 
pnrienr would srill ncctl gl;lsses, snitl 
Olrean. 

Less than two ye:lrs ngo c;irne n 
breakthrough with new specialry 10Ls 
for catar-ncr surgery. One rype o f  spe- 
cialry IOL c:ln :~lso correct astigm;ltisln; 
[he orher speci:llry IOL can correcr 1~1th 
:~srigm"ris~n and niulri-foc:~l vision drl'i- 
ciencies. 

\Vhile insurnnce usu:~lly covers c;I~:I- 
mcr surgery, ir gener:llly does nor cover 
the spccialry lenses rhar can correct the 
p:~rient's other vision prol~lems. 0lte:ln 
said rlial until a l ~ o t ~ r  18 monrlis ago, 
insurance indusrry regularions prevenred 
oplirhal~nologis~s from offering [lie spe- 
cialty lenses, evcn i f  rile patient W:IS 

willing to pay out o f  packer for rhe cost 
above and beyontl the srandnrd :~nificial 
lens. 

Now they c:ln at least offer the spe- 
cinlry lenses, nlthough insurance srill 
does nor cover them, said 0lre;in. The 
specinlry IOL rhar corrects :rsrigrnarism 
cosrs nbour 5750 for one lens; Ih r  multi- 
focal specialty TOL costs around $1,750 
per lens. 

LASlK surgery can cosl from 63,500 
up  ro $4.300. said 0lle:ln. :lnd it is nor 
coverecl by insurance. 

Oltean said Shoreline Vision business 
incre:lses by about 10 percent each yc:~r. 
but some o i  rh:lt growth is :lbsorbed by 
[l ie ntldi~ion o f  more pcoplc to the sr:tff' 
and inore services. Since LASIK :tnd rlic 
specinlly IOLq Tor c:rtnr:lcrs are elective 
surgeries nor covered hy insllrance, n 
poor cconolny huns Shoreline Vision. 

"I rhink :I lot of people would love ro 
hnve LASIR, bur when they look :I[ rlie 
cost, ir's just nor in rheir budger." said 
Olrenn. 

At tlie s:lme rime, the rising cosr or 
hca l~ l i  care in America is :Idding to the 
challenges facing oplirh~lmologists 2nd 
oprornrrrisrs. 

"We prerry much get reducrions in 
fee scherlules ahour every year. while 
our orher overhead cos~s conrinue l o  
rise." said Olrean. Fee schedules are [he 
amounts the insurance companies will 
pay for specific procedures. HQ 




